Condition on Admission.-A well covered, healthy looking man. In both supraclavicular fossae and axillhu, a mass of large, discrete, fairly firm glands was present; a few smaller glands in both groins. Spleen not palpable. Skiagram showed no definite evidence of enlargement of mediastinal glands. Wassermann reaction. negative.
Blood-count: Red cells 4,950,000, haemoglobin 98%, C.I. 0-8. White cells 6,000: Differential: Polymorphonuclears 35-5%, lymphocytes 63-0%, eosinophils 0-5%, hyalines 1-0%.
Biopsy of gland section shows the gland tissue replaced by a mass of cells, which are for the most part uniform in size and shape, round, and rather larger than small lymphocytes. The nuclei are hyperchromatic, but not markedly so. There is some invasion of the capsule, but this is not marked, and the capsule can everywhere be traced with ease. [Report by Dr. Lane.] Now, fifteen months later, the physical condition remains unchanged, except that the liver is palpable.
Blood-count: Red cells 4,424,000, haemoglobin 86%, C.I. 0 -97. White cells 14,000: Differential: Polymorphonuclears 40 -8%, lymphocytes 54 -8%, hyalines 4 -0%, mast cells 0-4%.
Throughout the fifteen months the only treatment was the administration of arsenic during the first six months. This was discontinued, owing to the production of toxic symptoms.
DicU8se8ion.-The PRESIDENT advised X-ray treatment for the enlarged glands as arsenic had failed. He agreed that the spleen was not palpable, but thought there was some enlargement on percussion.
Dr. A. J. SCOTT-PINCHIN said that there were cases nearly akin to thepresent one, yet which could not be included under the same heading. He had in mind the case of a man who had a large liver and spleen and small glandular swellings all over his body. A gland was removed from the axilla and another from the groin, and the pathologist reported that both were lympho-sarcomatous. The blood-count was much like that of the present patient, but the lymphocytes were not so numerous. After X-ray treatment the enlargement of liver and glands entirely disappeared and the man returned to his work. Now, however, two and a half years later, he had returned to the hospital with symptoms of indigestion, and with a swelling in the left iliac fossa. Achlorhydria was now present and was considered to be due to the neoplasm. The blood-count in May, 1927, was.: Red cells 4,000,000, C.I. 0-8, hsemoglobin 60%, white cells 3,600, lymphocytes 36%.
He had recently seen another case, which had gone through the same course. It was not known whether the condition in these cases was a gland state or a blood state, and there seemed to be no definite pathology on the subject.
Dr. G. SLOT said that some time ago Ziegler had described a group of cases in which this picture was mentioned. He (the speaker) remembered other cases of the kind, one being in Charing Cross Hospital.
He thought the present case belonged to the group which Ziegler described as " latent lymphadenoma," meaning that there was not primarily blood disease, the change being in the first place lymphatic.
Dr. MORLOCK (in reply) said the patient had been having 20 minims of liquor arsenicalis three times a day, but that had to be discontinued because arsenical dermatitis had developed. The patient had seemed so fit that he (the speaker) had not considered that X-ray treatment was called for, but he would try it now. He had not percussed the spleen. The temperature had been normal throughout.
The gland examination, the fact that the glandular enlargement had remained stationary eighteen months, and the absence of pyrexia, did not lend support to the lymphadenoma idea; neither did the microscopical examination of the glands. He agreed that there was probably a greater involvement of lymphatic tissue than superficial examination led one to suppose; indeed, it had been called a systemic infection of lymphatic tissues. He adhered, therefore, to his nomenclature. Whilst in hospital a swelling has appeared in the right tibia, 2 in. above the ankle.
Osteitis
Lumbar Punctutre.-The needle, on reaching the spine, feels as though it is entering soft tissue, and pure blood is obtained through the canula.
